INFERIOR STATUS OF WOMEN IN ISLAM 


Disclaimer: Just because someone identifies himself/herself as a Muslim or is identified as one, doesn't 
necessarily mean he/she is aware of the following, let alone him/her being in agreement or in support of 
it. 


Note: 


1. (Until stated otherwise) the sources belong primarily to the Sunni sect. 


2. The numbering of verses in the Quran translations may vary by the numbering system preferred by 
the respective translators/publishers. Here, the translation used is of Marmaduke Pickthall, Alfred 'A' 
Knopf pub., New York,1930 (https://archive.org/details/CompleteWorks_201808/1930%20- 
%20The%20Meaning%200f%20the%20Glorious%20Qur%27an/mode/1up). Similarly, the numbering of 
Hadiths in the books of Hadiths may vary by publication/edition. Here, the Hadith books published by 
Darussalam publishers, Riyadh (KSA) are used. 


Quran 16:57 tells that the tribesmen used to attribute the daughters to Allah, while to themselves what 
they desired. Now, what was it that they attributed to themselves? It was the sons (Quran 37:149-153, 
Quran 52:39). Allah sees this division of attribution by the tribesmen, where they attributed sons to 
themselves and to him the daughters, as an unjust thing done towards him (Quran 53:21-22, Quran 
17:40). Why? Because firstly, the tribesmen were attributing to him the kind of offsprings which they 
didn't prefer even for themselves, i.e, the female ones; and secondly, according to him, the females 
happens to be such that at the time of dispute they can't make themselves clear (Quran 43:16-18). 


Though, Allah don't like to be attributed with the sons either (Quran 19:88-93) {attributing any offspring 
to him, be that a female or a male, would mean that he has a consort; a partner (Quran 6:102), which, 
i.e, the idea of a partner being associated with him, be it for whichever purpose, is the most despicable 
thing to him (Quran 4:48)}, but in this case, Allah's objection is not only that he is being attributed with 
an offspring; in addition to that, his objection also includes the objection to the kind of offspring he is 
being attributed with, i.e. the female ones. 


This attitude of Allah towards the females where he considers them inferior to the males in the worldly 
matters gets manifested in some more verses; like: 


- Quran 2:282, according to which a female's testimony worth half than that of a male. According to the 
Prophet[1], and Ali (The first Imam of the Shias)[2], it is so because the females happen to be deficient in 
intellect. 


- Quran 4:11 & Quran 4:177, according to which a female's share in the paternal property is half than 
that of a male. 


- Quran 4:34, according to which a female is required to be obedient to her husband. In case she 
persists in her disobedience and becomes rebellious, the husband may scourge her. As per the context 
and occassion of revelation of this verse, on getting a complaint that a man had slapped his rebellious 
wife, the Prophet instructed the wife to retaliate back. But before she could have retaliated, Gabriel 
came with the new revelation from Allah in the form of this verse, and hence the Prophet stopped the 
wife from retaliating back[3]. Once, the Prophet got discontent with Aisha so much so that he gave her a 
painful shove in the chest[4]. 


Although in Quran 65:6, Allah instructs the male regarding the wives that "harass them not so as to 
straiten life for them.". But this instruction is concerned with the wives who are in their waiting periods 
which they are required to observe after the husband has made one or two pronouncements of the 
divorce (Quran 2:228-231, Quran 65:1-7). While the instruction of scourging is concerned with the wives 
to whom the husband hasn't made any pronouncement of the divorce yet. 
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